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On average closed for 30 days per year to repair flood damage

$160,000 flood related repair costs

PROGRAM NEW LIBRARIES
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S ite  S p e c if ic  C h a lle n g e s
• 4 .3  fe e t b e low  f lood  

e le v a tion

• S tr u c tu r e  c a n  w ith s ta n d  

on ly  1 5  in c h e s  of  w a te r

• W a te r  s e e p s  th r ou g h  f loor  

d u r in g  h ig h  w a te r

• E x c e s s iv e  p on d in g  a t 

e n tr a n c e  a n d  p a r k in g



C on s tra in ts
• Referendum Funds – Funding amount only supports renovation of 

existing libraries to align with new library programs and services

• FEMA Regulations – Renovations over 50% of property value must 
meet full FEMA flood -proofing standards

• 2018 International Existing Building Code – Structural changes 
require a structural redesign and upgrade to current code

• City of Charleston Redevelopment Ordinance - Any land 
disturbance requires 50% drainage runoff reduction



Scope of Limited Renovation

May Include
• Limited refresh of furniture, restrooms, ceiling, lights, wall colors 
• Change to children’s area to improve some services

Not Included
• Updated spaces for newer programs and operations
• Effective flood mitigation measures 
• Replacement of major building systems



W in d e rm e re  
C om m u n ity

• H old s  p ic k  u p  

• F lex ib le  u s e  s p a c e

• Av id  re a d e rs  

• Inte rne t a c c e s s



B ou tiq u e  L ib ra ry

A smaller branch that 

c an provide a  foc us ed 

rang e of s pec ia lized 

s ervic es  that will meet 

the c ommunity needs



B ook mark s             Dallas , Texas
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C hec k  It Outlet, C harlotte N C
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Cafe Feel

Open floor s pac e

F lexible  s eating

W elc oming to a ll



Holds Pick Up

Ample s helves  

N ear entranc e

E as ily  Ac c es s ible



Store Front Window

L aptop B ar

C harging ability



Laptop Bar



Study Space

R eading  Area

F lexible  S eating





Storytime area

R eading  Area

F lexible  S eating



B More resilient location in this community to 

offer opportunities  for more c urrent s ervic es

A M inor refres h of exis ting loc ation 

operating within limitations /res tric tions



F eedbac k
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